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important, yet never objected to Article XI, because they
relied upon Article V. This may be, and I would willingly, if
possible, suppose that they really did conceive that the Treaty
gave them the right of levying tolls on their own subjects ; but
my answer is that they have attempted to levy tolls on the
boats of the Khan of Bahawalpore, which the Treaty assuredly
does not give them any right to do ; and they have even
fired into the boats of merchants from that place. The Treaty
could not be misconstrued on these points, and, therefere, I do
not believe that they misconstrued the terms of the Treaty,
but broke Article XI purposely. The Treaty has also been
broken by treasonable correspondence, and other vexatious
acts, 'as set forth in the accompanying return.
18.    Now, what will be the punishment, which I propose to
inflict  for   their  misconduct,   amount   to ?    Injury   to   their
family ?    No !    Injury   to  their   subjects ?    No !    To   what
then ?    To the reduction of their territory by four places ; two
of which (Sukkur and Bukkur) are barren spots, yielding no
revenue, and the other two (Kurachee and Shikarpore) towns
that their tyranny has  nearly ruined; and for one of which,
Shikarpore, we have negotiations yet pending; and, to obtain
these places in seigniorage, it is proposed to remit all tribute
in arrear,   and,   for  the   future, withdraw our resident from
Hyderabad, ensure the amelioration of the impoverished state
in which their subjects now languish, and in time, add to the
power and wealth of the Ameers themselves, by opening the
commerce of the river.
19.    To  their  selfish  feelings   and   avarice,   and  love of
hunting, are such great general interests to be sacrificed?    I
think not; the real interests of the Ameers themselves demand
that their puerile pursuits and blind avaricious   proceedings
should  be   subjected   to a  wholesome   control,   which   their
breaches of treaties, and our power, give us, at this moment,
a lawful right to exercise, and the means of peaceably enforcing.
If any civilised man were asked the question, ** Were you the
ruler of Sindh, what would you do ? "    His answer would be,
** I would abolish the tolls upon the rivers, make Kurachee a
free port,  protect Shikarpore from robbers,  make Sukkur a
mart for trade on the Indus.    I would make a track-way along